
Life behind closed doors …

… isn’t good for our society

Why local newspapers must be supported and protected:

• Over 1,000 experienced journalists, correspondents and columnists report the news and cover 
the topics of interest in every community each week across all Local Ireland member titles. They 
are supported by hundreds of marketing, sales, digital and admin staff

• Our employees live and work in the communities they serve and our staff outnumber reporting 
staff of any other medium in the country outside of Dublin and Cork

• We report weekly across 26 counties on all court sittings, county council & local authority 
meetings, ETB and local policing meetings

• We cover up to 22 different types of sport each week including thousands of local matches and 
sports events across all age levels

• We campaign, champion and lead on important day-to-day issues affecting every community in 
the Republic

• Local Ireland reportage forms the core news base for a high percentage of local broadcasting 
output

• Our news has been, and continues to be, the most trusted in the country
• We connect people and communities, especially in rural Ireland, and provide a sense of 

‘belonging’ and ‘place’
• We’re an ever evolving medium reporting across all platforms… print, online and social and now 

reaching more people than ever before

Local newspapers and their websites play a vital role across Ireland in ensuring that high levels 
of public service reporting, accountability and scrutiny are in place. Without them transparency 
and trust may suffer.

Without local newspapers what goes on behind closed doors could stay behind closed doors.

The Southern Star is a member of Local Ireland
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